


On the ground in about 170 countries and territories, UNDP 
works to eradicate poverty while protecting the planet. We 
help countries develop strong policies, skills, partnerships 
and institutions so they can sustain a multidimensional level 
of progress that extends beyond economic gains.

UNDP has worked in India since 1951 in almost all areas 
of human development, from systems and institutional 
strengthening to inclusive growth and sustainable livelihoods, 
as well as sustainable energy, environment and resilience. 
From supporting the very �rst Indian Institute of Technology 
in Kharagpur to the setting up of the Film and Television 
Institute of India; from supporting milk production in 
‘Operation Flood’ to modern cartography at the Survey of 
India; from national and sub-national Human Development 
Reports to advocate for a ‘third gender’ status for transgender 
persons – UNDP’s programmes have and continue to fully 
integrate a global vision for catalytic change with India’s 
national priorities. Today, UNDP India works to achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals by transforming traditional 
models to do development di�erently.

#NextGen UNDP

Three 
action 
areas

UNDP’s presence in India

How we work 
Through partnerships: UNDP works with diverse
partners including governments, think tanks, funds, private 
sector, international �nancial institutions, civil society, and the 
UN family. UNDP leverages innovative partnerships to explore 
�nancing solutions, to enable a strategic shift from funding
to �nancing. 

As an integrator: The breadth of expertise and 
country-wide presence of UNDP enable it to “connect the dots” 
on the most complex sustainable development issues. Through 
SDG platforms, UNDP is helping states design and deliver 
integrated solutions to complex problems that require 
“whole-of-government” and “whole-of-society” responses.

Through innovation: Innovation and technology 
provide unprecedented opportunities to reach those  most likely 
to be left behind. UNDP is harnessing advances in technology, 
�nancing and operations to do development di�erently. 

Solutions 
and services

Signature solutions

Strengthening e�ective, inclusive and 
accountable governance mechanisms

Promoting nature-based solutions for 

a sustainable planet

Enabling access to clean energy

Connecting women with work

Enhancing livelihood opportunities

Service areas

Policy and advocacy

Research and Development

Technical Assistance

Co-designing innovation solutions

to development challenges

Implementation support

Capacity building; 

Outreach/Advocacy/Communication

SDG localization  
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Reaching those left behind, including

Institutional and systems strengthening for 
service delivery
Build strong institutions through innovative participatory 
mechanisms to progressively deliver universal access to basic 
services for last-mile impact, leaving no one behind

UNDP’s real-time vaccine logistics, cold chain and mobile-based 
management information system, eVIN, was successfully 
introduced and scaled up to cover 21 states and Union 
Territories, achieving inclusive and accountable immunization 
coverage, especially for women and other marginalized groups. 

Inclusive growth 
Address structural aspects of education, training and 
economic sectors for access to sustainable skills, jobs and 
livelihoods, especially for women and the poor, through 
research, partnerships and policy

The Disha project, a UNDP and India Development Foundation 
partnership supported by the IKEA Foundation, is forging a new 
path in skills development and sustainable job creation for 
women, enabling them to become active agents in India’s growth.  

Energy, Environment And Resilience 
Build integrated development solutions involving climate 
action, access to clean energy, natural resource management 
and sustainable livelihoods, to enable scaling up of 
comprehensive economic, social, environmental and 
institutional initiatives

The East Godavari project links biodiversity conservation to 
livelihoods, building strong connections between the fragile 
ecosystem and the communities that interact with them, by 
making them the custodians of the vast natural wealth they share.

59,444 rights for cultivation, habitation and community forest
 resources to tribal communities recognized with women being joint holders of rights

Achievements in 2018
3 countries (Indonesia, Malawi and Sudan) exploring the 
bene�ts of eVIN

Over 750,000  underprivileged women and girls in 5 states 
equipped with marketable skills and livelihoods opportunities since 2015

5 cities adopted a plastic waste management programme; scaled to 50 cities; 

managing over   85,000 MT of waste per year and better lives for 37,500 
waste-pickers

394,000 a�ordable, context-speci�c resilient rural houses were delivered

Jointly conducted �rst Post Disaster Needs Assessment 
in India after the Kerala �oods, led by Government of Kerala  

419 enterprises are phasing out ozone-depleting substances

5 states  bene�tted from integration of climate resilience in 
sub-national sectoral plans and implementation 

600  best practices on conservation & sustainable use of natural resources documented

Selected as strategic partner in setting up the International Solar Alliance (ISA) in India 
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Persons with disabilities

Women and girls

Rural men and women

Migrants

LGBTQI individuals

Tribal communities

Minorities

Urban vulnerable populations 

As an operational backbone:  UNDP works with the 
private and public sectors to strengthen international procurement 
policies and procedures and provides facilitation assistance.

Through knowledge sharing:  UNDP leverages its 
global presence to actively promote South-South and global 
cooperation and bring the best development practices to India, 
as well as to demonstrate India’s leadership in tackling 
development challenges. 

E�cient and Renewable Energy

Rural Development

Agriculture

Finance and Planning

Urban Infrastructure

Health and Sanitation

Environment 

Transportation

Disaster Management

Skilling and EmploymentWhere 
we work

102 of 117 Aspirational Districts 

4 state o�ces

1 regional o�ce 

6 union ministries

35 state governments

7 government agencies

75 private sector partners

29 states and 4 UTs where projects are functioning
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